
Summary of the outcomes
of the participation

Several events were held in the spring of 2021 (March – June) to collect suggestions and ideas 
for the preparation of the Vltava Philharmonic Hall architectural design competition. These 
events involved relevant target groups. We focused our questions on those who already use 
the Vltavská area and those who will visit the site and the Vltava Philharmonic Hall in the future. 

Specifically, we held workshops with the borough of Praha 7 (“P7”) and with people and entities 
involved in local culture and the community, organized a guided walk for the public, and 
engaged in community monitoring and traffic monitoring (to find out how people 
use Vltavská and how they move around). IPR Prague also commissioned representative 
sociological surveys that concentrated on P7 residents and visitors, people living in other 
parts of Prague within 30 minutes’ walking distance, and frequent visitors to cultural events. 
The public was also able to get involved by participating in a poll. 

This document sums up the main outcomes of several methods – community monitoring, 
workshops with local entities, and sociological surveys. 

Community monitoring provided an outline of how Vltavská is currently used and what current 
users’ basic needs are. Although Vltavská is primarily a transport hub, i.e. most users come 
here to use public transport or are passing through, there are already multiple users who 
purposefully spend time in Vltavská. 

Therefore, there is the potential for people to use this place in numerous different ways – as 
somewhere to relax, have lunch, walk the dog, or spend time with the family, a place where 
children learn to ride a bike, and young people can gather, go jogging or become involved in 
street sports (parkour and skateboarding); it is somewhere to listen to street music. 

Vltavská is currently not well adapted for pedestrian and non-motorized traffic. This is partly 
because of the pedestrian subways – they are unpleasant and people often do not feel 
safe there. Dedicated pedestrian pathways are lacking, so people often take dangerous or 
user-unfriendly shortcuts. There are also points where non-motorized and motorized traffic 
intersect. The area is not adapted to accommodate wheelchair access. 

A second very frequently mentioned drawback is the actual way the area looks. Although 
many people appreciate the combination of nature and development, the brutalist 
architecture of the cascades, and the fountain, they are particularly unhappy about the way 



the area is maintained. The specific entities who will use the building and its surroundings are 
the borough of P7, local cultural and community entities, and music education entities (primary 
schools of the arts, conservatories and others). 

Local community entities and the borough of P7 alike will welcome spaces where community 
events can be held. Workshops with community entities also revealed that there is a demand 
for barrier-free spaces for the elderly and disabled, and a need for spaces that can be used 
by all age groups. Local community entities also believe that the public space created by the 
Vltava Philharmonic Hall has the potential to host cultural events – interlinking spheres of art, 
focusing on music, light, and dance. The borough of P7 would appreciate the creation of an 
outdoor meeting space. There is currently no square in the locality. 

Music schools (both primary schools of art and conservatories) would benefit from a concert 
hall and rehearsal rooms – there is demand for a decent concert hall and related facilities.

Vltavská is a popular place for street sports – skateboarding and parkour. The cascades are 
particularly important for the Czech and international parkour community. 
The establishment of co-working spaces makes economic sense for their operators if they 
are larger than the space that could be devoted to this use in the Vltava Philharmonic Hall. If 
co-working spaces are to be established at all, this will be for clearly defined activities linked 
to other functions within the hall. 

P7 RESIDENTS:

 Those who pass through the area most often do so along the waterfront, often with a detour 
to Hlávka Bridge. Another distinctive characteristic is the pathways around the metro and tram 
stops. The passages through Bubenská Street are the third most striking characteristic.

High-traffic routes in and out of the area:



Main outputs of the
sociological survey 

THE SOCIOLOGICAL SURVEY CENTERED ON THE FOLLOWING TARGET GROUPS:

• P7 residents and visitors.
• Prague residents (including residents of other boroughs within 30 minutes’ walk).
• Visitors to cultural events (Audiences and Subscribers).
• An open poll was also held for stakeholders from the general public.

The Vltava Philharmonic Hall project (the construction of an architecturally interesting building 
in a neglected area around the Vltavská metro station) is strongly supported by all of the 
groups mentioned (60-70% of them). Positive associations of Prague residents dramatically 
overweight concerns regarding construction of a new Prague philharmonic hall. Overall, four-
fifths of all Audiences and Subscriber respondents would welcome the new philharmonic hall. 
Residents and visitors to Prague 7 largely agree that the placing of a new cultural institution in 
a given area would increase its prestige, just as of the whole of Prague 7.

Music/concerts/opera/composers

Cultural experience/site/events

An architecturally interesting building

Stateliness/elegance/prestige/sublimity

Social and public events, theatre, festivities

A building focused on music

Pleasant/attractive environment

National symbol/representation of culture

Burden/high capital cost, unsightly building

Other important cultural buildings

A place of rest/tranquility

Philharmonic/Opera/Music abroad

Art

Famous places and personalities
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N=516

B1. What comes to your mind when someone mentions the building of the 
Philharmonic? What associations, adjectives, memories does it evoke to you? In your 
opinion, what comes together with such a building?  Open question. Categories with 
more than 5% of responses are displayed. 



As for the frequency of visits to the Vltava Philharmonic Hall, three quarters of Praha 7 
residents and visitors confirmed that they would be interested in visiting the facility at least 
once a quarter (one tenth of Praha 7 residents would even gladly go once a week). Among 
other Prague residents, two thirds of them would go at least once every 3 months; among 
Subscribers, 4 out of 5 would like to visit the Vltava Philharmonic Hall at least once a month.
The comparison shows that, in general, the target groups have similar needs and preferences, 
but in some respects the Audiences and Subscribers groups stand out in that their needs 
are related primarily to the philharmonic hall’s main function and program. The challenge 
will therefore be to reconcile the concept of a wide open space that has a multitude of 
accompanying functions (linked to the needs and preferences of P7 and Prague residents) 
with the undisturbed use of the primary function (linked to the needs of Audiences 
and Subscribers).

At least once a week

At least once a month

At least once every three months

At least once a year

Rather less often

Never
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Walking distance Vltavská up to 30 minutes (N = 103)

More than 30 minutes (N=413)

Total

B4. How often would you personally feel like going to a place like the Philharmonic 
Hall? Both to a concert or any activity we mentioned earlier? 

2/3 

N=516

A5. Whatever your perception of the suitability of placing a cultural institution in this area is, to 
what extent would such a building (let us say it would be a philharmonic) impact the prestige of this 
area and of Prague 7? 

Total (N=511)

P7 residents (N=272)

P7 visitors (N=239)
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It would significantly increase it It would rather increase it The prestige would not change I do not know It would rather decrease it It would significantly decrease it

N=511, the diagram shows data in %



People have expressed an interest in the future philharmonic hall’s ancillary roles, especially 
those that are expected in a cultural institution – in particular, a restaurant, an accessible foyer, 
exhibitions, lectures, and a general cultural and educational program. Respondents in all 
focus groups selected work/study and reading as the least popular activities in the building 
foyer. In contrast, they were all keen on bistro/café services, relaxation, or visits to exhibitions. 
Audiences and Subscribers would also be very interested in obtaining information about the 
philharmonic hall.

Inspiration preferred for the appearance
of the philharmonic hall’s surroundings: 

KKL Luzern, Jean Nouvel, Photo: Beat Brechbühl

Respondents from the target groups of Prague residents and visitors to Praha 7 tended to 
explain their choice of images based on the visual aspect (around 50%). A big difference 
relating to Audiences and Subscribers is that they clearly (74% and 73% respectively) lead the 
way when it comes to having a pleasant and quiet place to relax.

All target groups would most welcome the opportunity to sit, relax and meet friends in the 
area adjacent to the philharmonic hall. Audiences and Subscribers would also be more 
interested than others in outdoor performances and outdoor exhibitions. Subscribers 
would be less interested than other target groups in using the space to spend time with 
children. By far the least interest among all target groups would be in using the space for 
physical activities.

The largest proportion of respondents in all target groups would most welcome a café 
or restaurant. At the other end of the scale, we see the smallest share of all groups 
expressing an interest in using the philharmonic hall for shared office space. Otherwise, 
however, respondents in all target groups rated all uses similarly, with only Subscribers 
slightly different from the rest. More than half of the respondents from all target groups 
(except for Subscribers – 37%) said that, of the accompanying activities put forward, they 
would welcome screenings. A third (18% of Subscribers) would welcome music/singing 
lessons. Respondents showed interest in using the building for school gatherings or for yoga 
and other types of exercise.



The Subscribers’ answers show that they would not be very keen on seeing the building used 
for purposes other than music or the philharmonic orchestras.

In an open-ended question that explored feelings when visiting the philharmonic hall’s main 
auditorium, respondents in all target groups most often said they wanted to feel dignified, 
elegant or festive. Subscribers here stand out because of their bulge in the second most 
common category – that people would like to feel comfortable, happy and relaxed. 
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